MEDICAL  MISSION  IN  KERMAN

Cases of poisoning repeatedly occur, and some of
these we were called upon to treat. Our dispensary
had a small garden attached to it, and when the
Mission had gained the confidence of the people it
was no uncommon sight to see several opium patients
being treated at the same time in this garden. The
treatment used, though somewhat vigorous, proved
very effective. A man would arrive at the dispen-
sary, escorted by an excited throng of relatives. On
inquiry we would find that he had taken a big dose
of opium to end his life: afterwards repenting, he
had confessed to his relatives, and they had at once
brought him to the English doctor. The treatment
began with the administration of a strong emetic
followed by repeated doses of strong coffee ; then he
would be handed over to the care of an attendant,
with instructions to walk him round and round the
garden and prevent his going to sleep. The native
assistants and the patient's friends, armed with sticks,
carried out these instructions, and at the first signs of
languor exhibited by the unfortunate man he would
be beaten and kept effectually awake !

One day I was summoned in haste to the house
of an influential Kermani; his only son, a child of
two years, had been poisoned with opium. It is a
common practice in Kerman for mothers to keep
their babies from crying by giving them a little
opium to suck. This boy's mother had given him a
big lump by mistake, and grew alarmed when she
found that all her attempts to wake him were in-
effectual ! On arriving at the house with my assistant,
we had considerable difficulty in making our way into
the courtyard, as it was thronged with all the relatives
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